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The Suther l in  House i s  a two-story stuccoed s t ructure  b u i l t  i n  the 
I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a  s ty l e .  Typical of i t s  type, three of its f ive  bays extend 
beyond the plane of the facade i n  an off-center projection with the recessed 
portion of the facade fronted by a one-story wooden porch. The whole 
s t ruc tu re  i s  surrounded by a heavy bracketed cornice and'crowned by  a very 
shallow hipped roof with  a square cupola i n  the center  which is ornamented 
with p i l a s t e r s  and a bracketed cornice. Except on the rear ,  a l l  of the t a l l  
narrow windows have segmental arches with simple molded hoods. Two one- 
s tory  wings on high basements have been added to  the rear  of the house for  
expanded l i b ra ry  f a c i l i t i e s .  The a rch i tec tura l  s t y l e  of t he  house was 
car r ied  through i n  these addi t ions .  

Unfortunately the i n t e r i o r  of the house has been considerably a l t e r ed  to  
conform with i t s  new function. The removal of the f i r s t  f l oo r  h a l l  walls 
has made tha t  f l oo r  one open space, and the s ta i rcase  has been relocated 
a s  well .  Some of the  very elaborate plasterwork cornices have survived 
along with several  ce i l i ng  rose t t e s  and the drawing room marble mantel- 
piece. The second f loo r  rooms a r e  generally i n t ac t  although a p a r t i t i o n  
between the north rooms has been removed, and the h a l l  has been a l t e r ed  by 
the re locat ion of the  s t a i r ca se .  
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A number of the o r ig ina l  furnishings remain i n  the house including the 
tab le  on which President Davis i s  reputed t o  have signed h i s  l a s t  o f f i c i a l  
proclamation. Fortunately there  e x i s t s  accurate descr ipt ions  of the 
i n t e r i o r s  and the furnishings as they were a t  the time of Davis' v i s i t .  
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The Suther l in  House was b u i l t  for  Major William T. Suther l in  i n  1857-58 
on a four acre  plot  on Danville's Main S t ree t .  Major Suther l in  was a 
member of the h i s t o r i c  Virginia Convention of 1861, and a t  the  outbreak 
of the  C iv i l  War he became Chief Quartermaster for  Danville with the 
rank of major. 

On Apri l  2 ,  1865, when i t  became obvious tha t  the Confederate forces 
could no longer defend Richmond, the Confederate government decided to  
leave the c i t y  and s e t  up a temporary cap i t a l  i n  Danville. President 
Jefferson Davis and h i s  cabinet arr ived i n  Danville on April  3, 1865, and 
i t  was decided tha t  the  President would be the guest of Major Sutherlin.  
While a t  the house, on April  4, 1865, President Davis signed h i s  l a s t  
o f f i c i a l  proclamation a s  President of the Confederate S t a t e s  of America. 
It i s  believed tha t  President Davis received the news of General Lee's 
surrender a t  Appomattox Court House while having dinner a t  the Suther l in  
house on April  10th. That evening he and h i s  now fug i t i ve  government 
l e f t  Danville for  Greensboro, North Carolina,on t h e i r  " f l i gh t  in to  
oblivion." 

In addi t ion to the h i s t o r i c  events which took place i n  Major Suther l in 's  
house, the  building should be noted a s  one of the outstanding examples 
of the I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a  s t y l e  i n  Virginia. 
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The L a s t  C a p i t o l  of the Confederacy, Danville C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e .  
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AS the designated s t a t e  Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tionat ~ i ~ t ~ r i ~  Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89.665). 1 hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

in the ~ a t i o n a l  Register and certify that i t  has  been 

according to the criteria and proce&rea s e t  

forth by the National Perk Service. The recommended 

level of of this nominetion is: 

National State Local 0 

Name 

D r .  Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 
Tit , ,~irginia  Historic Landmarks Corn. 

5 113 /by  Dste,  
L I 

1 hercbv certify that thia property is included in the 

N s t i m l  Register. 

~ l f j , . ~  of ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ r ~ g y  and Historic Preaersetiar 

Dste 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The N a t i m a l  Register 

Date 1 1  117!~9 
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